


NIGHTLIFE NATASHA CHOKSI

THE
WORLD’S

149

Weve rounded up a group of international scenesters, jet-
set writers and fashion professionals to tell you everything
you need to know about the hottest bars in their city. As
they will tell you, it’s not about getting in anymore, it’s
about getting in the right way. From New York to Marbella
and Hong Kong, here are some of the most stylish places to
be seen at.
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SOCIALISTA, New YORK cITY

Those stylish few who remember the late nights at celebrity-packed Bungalow 8 in the early millennium recall having to get past doorman Armin
Amiri—a feat even Paris Hilton wasn’t able to accomplish. He’s now teamed up with the likes of Sting, Harvey Weinstein and Damon Dash to
open up New York City’s hottest and most exclusive club, Socialista, in the charming West Village. Don't bother dining with the masses at the
ground floor ‘peasant style’ restaurant of this bi-level space. The A-list action you seek takes place beyond the doorman in the upstairs colonial
Cuba-inspired saloon. If your credentials and wardrobe help you sashay past the entrance, relax. The hard part is over. Now, youre on equal
footing with other beautiful patrons, including Demi Moore and Sienna Miller, who have no special VIP privileges at this cozy 125-person space.
"This is Socialista, after all. Instead, let yourself be transported to the glamour that is Havana in the 1940s with its huge wood-shutters surrounding
stain glass windows overlooking the Hudson River, pecling lime green walls, slowly rotating ceiling fans and distressed leather Ralph Lauren
couches over black and white tiled floors. Head to the antique bar to grab a signature Hemmingway cocktail (a blend of rum, lime, grapefruit
juice and maraschino liqueur) and shake your hips until 4am to the live Cuban jazz band. Occasionally a DJ spins but don't expect your Christian
Louboutin red soles to scratch up dancing to hip-hop at this lounge. If dancing is not your thing, get ready to spend some dineros on table
service—available only to friends of the investors—with a minimum tab that will have you pleading with the photograph of Fidel Castro on the
wall for a return to socialism. Pialy Aditya.

Socialista. 505 West Street, New York. Tel. +1 212 929 4303. www.socialista.us

LECLAIREUR, pars

"Tucked away on a side street, just off of the ritzy rue du Faubourg St. Honoré and right next to
the avant-garde boutique that is its namesake, the LEclaireur Bar and Restaurant is a regular

haunt for fashion insiders looking for an unpretentious place to hang their hats after a long day
at work, without having to worry about seeing and being seen. Warm, inviting and relaxed, it is
the perfect antidote for a rough day on the Paris fashion circuit.

From the dark, luxe environs lovingly designed by its owner Mr. Hadida to the impeccable service
and the friendly and knowledgable staff, the bar is faithful in every way to the must-see boutique
that has been a fixture on the Paris fashion scene since the carly 1980s. At first glance, it might
look like just another cool bar with colourful cocktails and a hip decor. Look a little more carefully
and it becomes clear that every detail at LEclaireur has a story to it, cleverly conceived in the
spirit of the Dulciora pastry parlour in Milan, designed by the Italian artist Piero Fornasetti in
1950s. His son, Barnabo, worked with LEclaireur’s husband and wife team, Armand and Martine
Hadida, to give the space a playful touch with many of Fornasetti’s drawings and objets d’art.
LEclaireur’s signature drink is a Cucumber Martini, bringing the illusion of healthiness to its
lifestyle-conscious clientele. But fear not, there are plenty of other more lethal concoctions to
delight your palate on its menu of premium cocktails. If you're hungry, the cozy restaurant space
justnext to the lounge area has intimate round tables perfect for late night conversations about
the meaning of life or the meaning of fashion.

While other bars will get dated, LEclaireur has a timelessness about it. This place will only get
better, like the vintage French cognacs displayed on antique glass cake platters behind its bar.
Imran Amed.

LEclaireur. 10 rue Boissy dAnglas, 75008 Paris. Tel. +33 (0)1 53 43 09 99.
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